PREFACE.
THE INSTITUTES OF MENU, whether regarded for their great antiquity and classic beauty, or for their inir portance, as being considered a divine revelation by nearly a hundred millions of people, who are mostly British subjects, must ever claim the attention of those who devote themselves to the study of the Sanscrit language, either from literary curiosity, or with the desire of fitting themselves for the Company's Service. Though inferior to the ffidas in antiquity, they are held to be equally sacred; and owing to their being more intimately connected with the business of life, have tended so much to mould the opinions of the Hindus, that it would be impossible thoroughly to comprehend the literature or local usages of India, without being master of their contents. Hence, independently of the literary curiosity of the work as a record of ancient opinions, and of existing laws, it must be made a subject of elementary study by every one who is desirous of any degree of
intimacy